Message

From: Becker, KC [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=97A5E840432B4406A09BB93D946179DF-BECKER, KAT]
Sent: 9/29/2022 6:27:57 PM

To: Schefski, Kenneth (KC) [Schefski.Kenneth@epa.gov]; Hall, Katherin [hall.katherin@epa.gov]; Matsumoto, Kimi
[Matsumoto.Kimi@epa.gov]; Bohan, Suzanne [bohan.suzanne@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Court Nixes Air Permits for Formosa’s Huge Petrochemical Complex in Cancer Alley

Attachments: formosa-ruling-091422.pdf

I’'m sure you all have already seen this, but passing along.

KC Becker

Regional Administrator

Office of the Regional Administrator (8-ORA)
1595 Wynkoop St. Denver Co. 80202

(303) 312-6170 - office

Becker . KC@epa.gov

From: Robert Ukeiley <RUkeiley@biologicaldiversity.org>

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2022 1:38 PM

To: Becker, KC <Becker.KC@epa.gov>

Subject: Court Nixes Air Permits for Formosa’s Huge Petrochemical Complex in Cancer Alley

Dear Regional Administrator Becker:

| think you might find this decision denying Title V and PSD permits of interest. Below is the press release and the
decision is attached.

Thanks

Robert Ukeiley
Senior Attorney — Environmental Health
Center for Biological Diversity

From: center-plus@list.diversity.org <center-plus@list.diversity.org>

Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2022 11:02 AM

To: Patrick Sullivan <PSullivan@biologicaldiversity.crg>; Center Plus Listserv <center-plus@list.diversity.org>

Subject: [CENTER-PLUS] Press Release: Victory: Court Nixes Air Permits for Formosa’s Huge Petrochemical Complex in
Cancer Alley

https://biologicaldiversity.orag/w/news/press-releases/victory-court-nixes-air-permits-for-formosas-
huge-petrochemical-complex-in-cancer-alley-2022-09-15/
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For Immediate Release, September 15, 2022

Contact: Alexandria Trimble, Earthjustice, atrimble@earthjustice.org
Julie Teel Simmonds, Center for Biological Diversity, (619) 990-2999,
iteelsimmonds@biologicaldiversity.org

Victory: Court Nixes Air Permits for Formosa’s Huge Petrochemical Complex in Cancer
Alley

ST. JAMES, La.— Louisiana’s 19th Judicial District Court has reversed the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality’s decision to issue air permits that Formosa Plastics needed to build its
proposed petrochemical complex in St. James Parish.

Wednesday's decision throws out the air permits and sends Formosa Plastics back to the drawing
board. The permits would have allowed Formosa Plastics to emit more than 800 tons of toxic pollution
into the air, worsening environmental racism and harming the health of St. James’ predominantly Black
residents in a region known as “Cancer Alley.”

“Stopping Formosa Plastics has been a fight for our lives, and today David has toppled Goliath,” said
Sharon Lavigne, founder and president of RISE St. James. “The judge’s decision sends a message to
polluters like Formosa that communities of color have a right to clean air, and we must not be sacrifice
zones.”

“This decision is the nail in the coffin for Formosa Plastics. They won’t build in St. James Parish, and
we will make sure that they won'’t build this monster anywhere,” said Anne Rolfes, director of the
Louisiana Bucket Brigade. “Louisiana state officials and the local parish government rolled out the red
carpet for this megapolluter, doing everything in their power to make sure this project would go
through. Thank God for the people of St. James who stood up and provided real leadership, for the
judge who made this decision, and for the incredible team of lawyers.”

“This ruling will help the whole region from the Baton Rouge area to St. Charles Parish breathe a little
easier,” said Scott Eustis, community science director for Healthy Gulf. “It is an important step towards
addressing a long legacy of environmental racism in Cancer Alley.”

“This decision marks an end to business as usual in St. James Parish, where the state of Louisiana
has been allowed until now to hand out permits to highly toxic facilities without considering the people
who are forced to live in their shadows,” said Corinne Van Dalen, a senior attorney at Earthjustice.
“This decision forces LDEQ to abide by the Clean Air Act and its public trustee mandate and fully
assess the impacts of the toxic pollution that Formosa Plastics would have greatly exacerbated in an
overburdened Black community.”

“Formosa Plastics thought it could pollute St. James Parish for their dirty profits,” said Darryl Malek-
Wiley, senior organizing representative at the Sierra Club. “What it found instead was an unwavering

commitment to protect the health and environment of the community for generations to come.”

“This is a monumental victory for communities and the environment, and it should mark the end of this
terrible project,” said Julie Teel Simmonds, a senior attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity. “The
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ruling affirms that it's completely contrary to the public trust and environmental justice to further pollute
a Black community that’s already breathing unhealthy air. The plastics industry has done so much
damage to our health and the environment, but the tide is starting to turn.”

“The sheer amount of energy and time we must put into stopping destructive and dangerous projects is
time that could be used investing in and caring for our communities,” said Angelle Bradford, a board
member of NoWaste Louisiana. “Thank you to the justice system for serving its duty and centering the
people. We hope to see more victories in the future, and a changed vision for Louisiana.”

Formosa Plastics’ massive proposed petrochemical complex would include 10 chemical manufacturing
plants and numerous support facilities spanning 2,400 acres, located just one mile from an elementary
school in St. James Parish. It would have doubled to tripled the levels of cancer-causing pollutants
currently harming residents from existing industrial plants.

The company’s own modeling shows that when the chemical complex would operate, the air in parts of
St. James Parish would violate the Environmental Protection Act’s national, health-based limits for soot
and ozone-forming nitrogen dioxide. Inhaling the predicted, excessive concentrations of either
pollutant, even for short periods, could produce breathing disorders like asthma attacks and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease.

In 2020 LDEQ approved Formosa Plastics’ application for 14 air permits, with few if any changes to
make them more protective for public health, despite 15,500 public comments submitted opposing the
permits. A month later Earthjustice represented RISE St. James, Louisiana Bucket Brigade, Healthy
Gulf, No Waste Louisiana, the Center for Biological Diversity, Earthworks and the Sierra Club in an
appeal challenging LDEQ’s decision to approve air permits. Beverly Alexander, a St. James resident
represented by the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic, intervened in the lawsuit to oppose the permits.

The project would also have emitted upwards of 13.6 million tons per year of greenhouse gases, the
equivalent of 3.5 coal-fired power plants. Petrochemical production is the fastest-growing use of fossil
fuels — mostly used for making plastics and much of it for single use.

This victory comes days after a victory against the South Louisiana Methanol petrochemical complex,
which was also planned for St. James Parish. It would have been the largest methanol production
facility in North America.

The Center for Biological Diversity is a national, nonprofit conservation organization with more than 1.7 million
members and online activists dedicated fo the protection of endangered species and wild places.

If you prefer not to receive press releases from the Center for Biclogical Diversity, please reply to this message and let us
know.
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